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Introduction

The catchy slosan "Tippecanoe and Tyler, Too" helped

Tippecanoe's \\ral'hero, William Henry Harrison, lvin the Unitecl States

presidential election in 184,o. A rnonth into o{fice Harrison died lvhere-
upon " . . . Tyler, T'oo" 

- 
John 'fyler 

- became tlre tenth presiclent of
the United States. Tyler rvas the first vice president in American his-
tory to succeed to ti-re presidency upon the death of a president, and in

so cloing he established the prececient for presidential sr:ccession that
is still in use today in the United States.

Cornir-rg into office as he did, Tyler's risht to be president rvas

challenged. Yet, despite the often se\rere criticisrn and other significant

adversities he faced during his four years in offrce, Tyler maintained

l'ris claim to the o{Tice, held strong to liis political beliefs, and pelsisted

ir-r attendins to the responsibiiities of the presidency. As a resuit, l-ris

adminjstration accomplished several important objectir.es in domestic

affairs and loreign reiations, arnong the most important of rvhich lvere

the settiement of many fester"ing dispr,rtes r,r'ith Great Britain, the es-

tablishment of diplomatic relations rvith China, ancl the annexation

of Texas.

The story of John Tyier is that of a nation rvrestlins li'ith its
ou rr iderrtity arrd attemptirrg to ansr.r'er profound rnoral. ecorrorrric,

and political questions as the coLrntry strtrggled to corne of age. It is

also the story of a mari u,ho stubbornly defended a vision of the Arneri-
can republic nr-rrtnred during l-ris fatl-rer's qeneration, evell as Arnerica

pursued a different clream. Tl-re Arnerica u'hich existed at tl're time of
Tyler's death in 1862 bore little resemblance to the country into u-irich

he rvas born in 179O. In essence, Johr-r Tyler's life is the story of
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America's adolescence. By understanding the forces of change tliat
u'ere unfblding in Tyler's time and the n'ays in rvliicl'r he reacted ttr

them, u,e car-i better recognize and appreciate the contributiotls to

Arrierica niade by this rentzrrkable gentleman tiorn Virgirtia.


